
Administration and Finance Committee

City of West Allis

Meeting Agenda

Alderperson Kevin  Haass, Chair

Alderperson Danna Kuehn, Vice-Chair

Alderpersons: Thomas G. Lajsic,  Angelito Tenorio, and Martin J. Weigel

City Hall, Room 128

7525 W. Greenfield Ave.

6:00 PMTuesday, April 20, 2021

REGULAR MEETING

A.  CALL TO ORDER

B.  ROLL CALL

C.  MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION

For agenda items 1 & 2, the Committee may convene in closed session pursuant to the 

provisions of Section 19.85(1)(g) of the State Statutes for the purpose of conferring with 

legal counsel for the governmental body who is rending oral or written advice concerning 

strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to 

become involved. This Committee may reconvene in open session after completion of the 

closed session to consider the balance of the agenda.

Discussion regarding opioid litigation approved in Resolution R-2019-03832021-02821.

Sponsors: Administration and Finance Committee

Claim by Armando J. Chevere Ortega and Joanna I. Vazquez Martinez  

regarding damage to vehicle  at W. O’Connor St. and N. 84 St. on May 17, 

2020

2020-03882.

Recommendation: City Attorney recommended to be Placed on File

D.  ADJOURNMENT

Page 1 City of West Allis Printed on 12/15/2021

1

http://westalliswi.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=25869
http://westalliswi.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=24626


April 20, 2021Administration and Finance Committee Meeting Agenda

All meetings of the Administration and Finance Committee are public meetings. In order for the general public to make comments at the 

committee meetings, the individual(s) must be scheduled (as an appearance) with the chair of the committee or the appropriate staff 

contact; otherwise, the meeting of the committee is a working session for the committee itself, and discussion by those in attendance is 

limited to committee members, the mayor, other alderpersons, staff and others that may be a party to the matter being discussed.

NOTICE OF POSSIBLE QUORUM

It is possible that members of, and possibly a quorum of, members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in attendance 

at the above-stated meeting to gather information. No action will be taken by any governmental body at the above -stated meeting other 

than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

The City of West Allis does not discriminate against individuals on the basis of race, color, religion, age, marital or veterans' status, sex, 

national origin, disability or any other legally protected status in the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its services, 

programs or activities.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE

Upon reasonable notice the City will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids and services when necessary to afford individuals with disabilities 

an equal opportunity to participate in and to enjoy the benefits of a service, program or activity provided by the City.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY STATEMENT

It is the policy of the City of West Allis to provide language access services to populations of persons with Limited English Proficiency 

(LEP) who are eligible to be served or likely to be directly affected by our programs. Such services will be focused on providing 

meaningful access to our programs, services and/or benefits.
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City Attorney’s Office 
attorney@westalliswi.gov 

Office: 414.302.8450 
Fax: 414.302.8444 

 
Kail Decker 

City Attorney 
Sheryl L. Kuhary 

Deputy City Attorney 
Nicholas S. Cerwin 
Rebecca Hammock 

Principal Assistant City Attorneys 

City of West Allis • 7525 West Greenfield Avenue • West Allis, WI 53214 • www.westalliswi.gov 

April 15, 2021 
 
Common Council 
City of West Allis 
 
RE: Armando Chevere Ortega and Joanna Vazquez Martinez Claim – Legistar No. 2020-388 
 
Dear Council Members: 
 
The enclosed claim has been referred to this office in accordance with Section 3.05(8) of the 

Revised Municipal Code. Though this matter was referred as a single claim there were two 

individuals involved, but both parties were represented by the same attorney who only filed 

one claim. This office has examined the facts of the claim and the applicable law. This 

office’s recommendation is to resolve the claim on behalf of Armando Chevere Ortega for 

$38,500 and the claim on behalf of Joanna Vazquez Martinez for $60,000 based on the 

summary below: 

 

Facts: On May 17, 2020 a West Allis Fire Department ambulance was on the way to 

Froedert Hospital via South 84th Street. The driver did not see the northernmost red light as 

he came out from under the freeway overpass on 84th. Mr. Chevere Ortega was turning 

south on to 84th Street from West O’Connor Street. He was driving Ms. Vazquez Martinez’s 

2017 Toyota Tacoma, she was also present in the vehicle. The ambulance hit the Toyota on 

the driver’s side. 

 

Claim: Ms. Vazquez Martinez has property damage to her vehicle which totaled the car. She 

did not have vehicle insurance and must reimburse the Toyota Finance Corporation the full 

value of the, at the time, new vehicle. Both Mr. Chevere Ortega and Ms. Vazquez Martinez 

also had substantial medical costs and some pain and suffering as a result of the injuries 

they each sustained in the accident. 

 

Analysis: It is in the City’s interest to settle the claim at this stage and avoid any additional 

costs of litigation if a lawsuit were filed. If a denial were issued a lawsuit is certain since 
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claimant has an attorney who filed the claim. Given the ambulance driver’s failure to stop 

for the red light there is not much argument against the City’s liability for the accident at 

hand; all that would be argued in litigation is the amount of the award. Both claimants have 

provided medical records to substantiate injuries and damages. The amount being 

recommended is reasonable as it relates to what might be awarded if the matter went to 

court.  

 

Therefore, based on the above analysis, the City Attorney’s Office recommends that the 

Council approve settlement of this claim for the amounts of $38,500 and $60,000, on behalf 

of claimants Armando Chevere Ortega and Joanna Vazquez Martinez, respectively. 

 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 

         
        Rebecca Hammock 
        Principal Assistant City Attorney 
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