
From: Gina Gresch
To: dsps@wisconsin.gov
Cc: Mason Pooler; Zeke Dombrowski; Michael Wright; Kail Decker; Rebecca Grill
Subject: City of West Allis Fire Prevention Code Update
Date: Friday, September 10, 2021 3:36:48 PM
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Good Afternoon,
 
Please see the attached, signed ordinance, updating our Fire
Prevention Code which was adopted at the September 7, 2021
Common Council meeting. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you. 
 
Gina Gresch, MMC/WCPC
Deputy City Clerk | City Clerk
City of West Allis
7525 W. Greenfield Ave. | West Allis, WI 53214
Office: 414-302-8201
thatswhywestallis.com
 
City offices are open to the public with limited hours. City Hall public hours are 11:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday. Access to the building will only be available through the south
entrance. Visitors to the building will be greeted at our new customer service center and, if
needed, escorted to their destination within the building. Many City services can be accessed
online at www.westalliswi.gov/mycityhall or by appointment with specific departments. 

The City of West Allis is subject to Wisconsin Statutes related to public records. Unless
otherwise exempted from the public records law, senders and receivers of City of West Allis
e-mail should presume that e-mail is subject to release upon request, and is subject to state
records retention requirements. See City of West Allis full e-mail disclaimer at
http://www.westalliswi.gov/emaildisclaimer 
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CITY OF WEST ALLIS
ORDINANCE O-2021-0070


ORDINANCE TO ADOPT STATE STANDARDS FOR AUTOMATIC FIRE
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS


AMENDING SECTION 5.10


WHEREAS, Wis. Stat. 101.02(7r)(b) allows a city to enforce an ordinance
establishing minimum standards for constructing, altering, or adding to public buildings or
buildings that are places of employment that does not strictly conform to the applicable state
rules under certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, WAMC 5.10 is a qualifying ordinance related to to fire detection,
prevention, or suppression components of buildings that was enacted before May 1, 2013, and
published according to law; and


WHEREAS, the City may remove local laws related to automatic fire sprinkler
systems that are more stringent than state law because that repeal will not broaden the
applicability of the ordinance or change the specific subject matter regulated by the ordinance;
and


WHEREAS, the City seeks to conform its automatic fire sprinkler system standards to
state law to create a clear and equitable standard for current and prospective owners of public
buildings and places of employment within the City; and


WHEREAS, Wis. Stat. 101.02(7r)(c)3. requires the City to submit a copy of this
enacted amendment to the department at least 120 days before the effective date of the
amendment;


NOW THEREFORE, the common council of the City of West Allis do ordain as
follows:


SECTION 1: AMENDMENT “5.10 Fire Prevention Code” of the City Of
West Allis Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:


A M E N D M E N T


5.10 Fire Prevention Code


1. Purpose and Title. This section shall provide the City of West Allis with rules and
regulations to improve public safety by promoting the control of fire hazards and life
safety; regulating the installation, use and maintenance of equipment; regulating the
use of structures, premises and open areas; providing for the abatement of fire hazards;
establishing the responsibilities and procedures for code enforcement; and, setting forth







the standards for compliance and achievements of these objectives.
2. Application. The provisions of this Code shall apply equally to public and private


property, and it shall apply to all structures. The owner of the property and the
occupier of the property shall comply with the provisions of this Code.


3. Adoption of Fire Prevention Regulations. The following are adopted by reference and
incorporated into the West Allis Fire Prevention Code, as if fully set forth herein, and
any violation of the incorporated provisions constitutes a violation of this Code:


a. The provisions of the Fire Prevention Code of the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA), NFPA No. I, and its incorporated standards and codes,
as published in the National Fire Codes of the NFPA and listed in Annex A of
the NFPA Fire Prevention Code, as it is from time to time updated and
amended.


b. The codes of the State of Wisconsin relating to fire prevention as they are from
time to time amended by the Department of Industry, Labor and Human
Relations\Safety & Professional Services.


4. Enforcement. [Ord. O-2013-0012, 3/5/2013]
a. Fire Prevention Bureau. The Fire Prevention Code shall be enforced by the


Fire Chief of the City of West Allis. The Fire Chief may detail such members
of the Fire Department as Inspectors as shall be deemed necessary. A Fire
Prevention Bureau in the West Allis Fire Department is created to operate
under the supervision of the Chief and to assist the Chief in the enforcement of
the Fire Prevention Code. The Fire Chief shall designate an official of the
West Allis Fire Department as the officer in charge of the Fire Prevention
Bureau. The officer in charge of the Fire Prevention Bureau shall be
responsible for the direct administration and enforcement of the Fire
Prevention Code.


b. Frequency of Inspections. The Fire Chief shall base the frequency of
inspections on a risk hazard analysis that shall include hazard classification,
occupancy type, record of Fire Code violations and fire events. All
occupancies shall be inspected at least once per calendar year, providing that
the interval between inspections does not exceed fifteen (15) months.


5. Bulk Storage of Liquefied Petroleum Gases. Liquefied petroleum gas installations with
an aggregate capacity of more than 90 pounds shall not be permitted in the City of
West Allis, except in the MC-1 Manufacturing District, as defined by Section 12.42 of
the Revised Municipal Code, and the Heavy Industrial District, as defined in Section
12.10 of the Revised Municipal Code, or unless otherwise permitted as a special
exception by the Common Council.


Existing nonconforming residential installations are exempt from this restriction, but
such installation may not be moved, replaced or expanded in capacity over that in
existence at the time of passage of this Code.


6. Storage of Flammable and/or Combustible Liquids in Storage Tanks.
a. The storage of flammable liquids, other than liquefied petroleum gases, in


outside above ground tanks, is prohibited in the following zoning districts: all
zoning districts established by the zoning ordinance of the City of West Allis,
except the MC or Heavy Industrial Manufacturing District, or unless permitted







as a special exception by the Common Council of the City of West Allis.
b. New bulk plants for flammable and combustible liquids are prohibited in the


following zoning districts: all zoning districts established by the zoning
ordinance of the City of West Allis, except the MC or Heavy Industrial
Manufacturing District, or unless permitted as a special exception by the
Common Council of the City of West Allis.


c. Underground storage tanks shall be prohibited in areas of the City which are
zoned or used for residential purposes, unless permitted as a special exception
by the Common Council of the City of West Allis.


d. Above ground storage tanks must be approved by the Common Council and
must meet the following requirements:


i. The tank must be labeled as to contents and size after installation and
must have NFPA 704 markings.


ii. A listed dispensing device and manual nozzle.
iii. A fire extinguisher with minimum classification of 2A20BC.
iv. An emergency shut-off switch for the fuel pump.
v. A six foot high industrial fence around the tank.
vi. A masonry spill containment to hold one hundred twenty-five percent


(125%) of the product stored in the tank.
vii. Plans showing each tank's proper location from buildings and lot


lines.
viii. Posts or guardrails to prevent any part of a delivery or fueling vehicle


from striking either tank(s) or pump(s).
ix. Building and electrical permits.
x. Automatic shut-off valve between each tank and fuel pump.
xi. Such other requirements set forth in the codes adopted by Section


5.10(3) that the Fire Prevention Bureau determines will enhance
safety.


xii. Conditional approval from the Fire Prevention Bureau.
7. Automatic Fire Protection Equipment.


a. Intent. The intent of this section is to require automatic fire extinguishing
systems in vent hoods and direct systems for all commercial type kitchens to
effectively extinguish fire at its source and reduce the property damage and
loss caused by kitchen fires.


b. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall be
applicable:


i. "Accepted" means approved in writing by the Fire Prevention
Bureau.


ii. "Approved Automatic Fire Extinguishing Systems" means a package
unit as listed by the Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. (or other
nationally recognized testing laboratory), fire protection equipment list
in effect at the date of installation, for the extinguishment of fires in
hoods, filters and ducts used for ventilation of cooking equipment or a
system individually designed to the applicable standards for the type
of extinguishing equipment.


iii. "Cooking Equipment" means ranges, ovens, broilers, deep fryers,







grills and other cooking appliances designed for use in preparing
food.


iv. "Duct System" means enclosures or pipes attached to the hood and
leading to the outside for the purpose of venting and dissipating
cooking vapors, smoke and residue.


v. "Establishment" means a building or room, public or private, where
food is prepared for consumption either on or off the premises by
customers, patients, members or inmates of such building or room.
Included in, but not limited to, this definition are schools, churches,
hospitals, nursing homes, lodges, hotels, motels, cafeterias,
restaurants, taverns, food kitchens and places of detention.


vi. "Hood" means the portion of the cooking system usually installed
above the cooking equipment and designed for the primary collection
of cooking vapors and residues, constructed of galvanized steel or
stainless steel, and having tight joints.


vii. "Package Unit" means a complete automatic fire extinguishing system
designed by the manufacturer and installed in accordance and
compliance with the manufacturer's instructions and
recommendations. Systems designed for individual installation by
competent authority and accepted by the Fire Prevention Bureau shall
be deemed to be in compliance with this section.


c. Where Required.
i. All hood and duct systems installed in an establishment shall be


equipped with approved automatic fire extinguishing systems
designed for manual and automatic operation and shall meet all the
requirements of the Codes adopted in Section 5.10(3).


d. Installation Requirements.
i. A dimensional drawing or sketch showing the hood and ducts and the


extinguishing system shall be prepared, together with a form showing
the size of the hood and ducts, the area of the protected surface, the
model, size and number of package units, the size and length of
piping, the number and type of fittings, and the number of nozzles and
distance of nozzles above the cooking surface.


ii. Review of Plans. All plans for automatic fire extinguishing equipment
shall be submitted for review and acceptance by the Fire Prevention
Bureau prior to installation of the equipment. Three sets of plans and
specifications will be submitted to the Bureau for review. Two sets
shall be returned to the installer and shall be stamped "Approved by
the Fire Prevention Bureau," with the date of such approval, and the
other set shall be retained by the Fire Prevention Bureau.


iii. Installation. Installation of the system shall be done by or under the
supervision of a factory authorized representative. Package units or
individually designed units shall be installed in conformance with the
limitations of the designers' or manufacturers' specifications and in
compliance with the codes adopted in Section 5.10(3). Hoods shall be
installed with a clearance of not less than 18 inches from woodwork







or other combustible material. A manual control for operation of the
system shall be installed near the hood no higher than five feet or
lower than two feet from the floor and shall be free from any
obstruction.


e. Maintenance. All extinguishing systems shall be inspected semi-annually by a
factory authorized representative and a certificate of this inspection, signed by
the factory representative and the owner or occupier of the establishment, shall
be submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau.


8. Fire Hydrant Requirements on Private Property.
a. Intent. The intent of this section is to insure adequate water supply for fire


fighting purposes to structures and buildings located at extended distances
from approved fire hydrants on private property.


b. Where Required.
i. Any building, hereafter erected or structurally altered to increase the


floor area by 50% or more, which is located such that any part of the
building or addition is 300 feet or more from any street or highway, or
500 feet or more by normal access routes from an approved fire
hydrant, shall have provided, at the owner's expense, free standing,
approved fire hydrants located as follows:


(1) One approved fire hydrant shall be located between twenty-
five (25) to 50 feet from the building's main entrance.


(2) Additional approved fire hydrants shall be provided around
the perimeter of the building and positioned twenty-five (25)
to 50 feet from the exterior wall so that no approved fire
hydrant is more than 500 feet from any other approved fire
hydrant by normal access routes.


(3) When a substantial portion of the building perimeter is not
accessible by normal access routes, approved wall hydrants
per National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Codes and
standards will be provided. The number and location will be
determined by the Chief of the Fire Department.


ii. Fire Department standpipes.
(1) Class 3 standpipes will be installed in any building, hereafter


erected or structurally altered to increase the floor area by
50% or more, if three stories or more, and/or new buildings,
which, because of their occupancy, create special fire fighting
problems. All standpipes will be installed per National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) Codes and Standards 14. The
number and location will be determined by the Chief of the
Fire Department.


(2) The installation of a sprinkler system will not supersede the
requirements for the installation of Fire Department
standpipes.


iii. Any new mobile home or trailer park or any mobile home or trailer
park which expands by adding additional trailers or area to the present
court site shall provide an approved fire hydrant when any trailer or







building located in such park is more than 300 feet from an approved
fire hydrant. Approved fire hydrants shall be provided so that no
trailer or building is more than 300 feet from any approved fire
hydrant.


iv. Approved Fire Hydrant. Where an internal fire protection appliance
incorporates a Fire Department connection, a pumper hydrant shall be
provided, at the owner's expense, within 100 feet of the connection.


c. Approved Fire Hydrant. An approved fire hydrant is a hydrant approved by
the West Allis Water Department and Fire Department with one four and one-
half (4-1/2) inch and two two and one-half (2-1/2) inch Fire Department
connections.


The connecting water line from the City water main to the vicinity of the
approved fire hydrant shall be not less than an eight inch diameter water pipe.
A 12 inch water line shall be installed if it is needed to meet minimum fire
flow requirements. Looped water line systems may be required for larger
developments. The hydrant branch from the new water line to the new fire
hydrant shall be not less than six inches in diameter and shall not exceed 40
feet in length and be capable for delivering 1,500 gallons per minute with 20
pounds residual pressure. All approved fire hydrants and valves shall be
purchased from the West Allis Water Department and shall be approved by the
Chief of the Fire Department and shall be installed in accordance with the
standards of the West Allis Engineering Department.


d. Use of Approved Fire Hydrants on Private Property. Approved fire hydrants,
provided pursuant to the terms of this section, shall be used solely for the
purpose of fire protection.


i. Property owners providing approved fire hydrants, pursuant to the
requirements of this section, shall grant the City of West Allis, through
the Department of Public Works, a 10 foot easement on both sides of
the water main and around the approved fire hydrant, for the purpose
of routine inspection, testing, maintenance and repair of the water
main and approved fire hydrant by the City of West Allis. Subsequent
to June 1, 1982, the grant of such easement shall be a condition
prerequisite to the issuance of an occupancy permit. Easements
granted pursuant to the terms of this subsection shall be subject to the
following conditions:


(1) Access to approved fire hydrants with easements shall not be
obstructed under any circumstance. Prohibited obstructions
may include, but are not limited to, snow accumulation,
parked vehicles, material and equipment storage and refuse
storage.


(2) Improvements within easements may be constructed only
upon prior written approval by the City of West Allis Fire
Department and Department of Public Works.


(3) The cost of repairing and restoring improvements within
easements, which is incurred as the result of repair or







replacement of water mains, shall be borne by the property
owner.


(4) Property owners providing approved fire hydrants, pursuant
to the terms of this section, shall bear the cost of repairs to
approved fire hydrants which are required as the result of
damage. Damage repairs shall be accomplished by either of
the following:


(A) The City of West Allis, with the cost of such repairs
billed to the property owner.


(B) A contractor selected by the property owner and
approved by the West Allis Water Department. The
work of the contractor shall be inspected and
approved by the West Allis Water Department.


(5) Property owners shall immediately advise the West Allis Fire
Department and Water Department as to easement approved
fire hydrants which have been damaged or are found to be
inoperable.


(6) The grant of an easement to the City of West Allis for the
purpose of inspection, testing, maintenance and repair of
approved fire hydrants shall not affect the responsibility of
property owners for City of West Allis Water Utility quarterly
service charges.


ii. Owners of approved fire hydrants installed prior to June 1, 1982, may
grant an easement to the City of West Allis for the purposes and under
the conditions described in subsection (1) above, and provided that
prior to the acceptance of the easement:


(1) Approved fire hydrants shall be of an approved type,
conforming to the standards prescribed by subsection (c)
above.


(2) The capacity and operating condition of the water distribution
system servicing each approved fire hydrant shall be
approved by the West Allis Fire Department and Department
of Public Works.


(3) Each approved fire hydrant shall be satisfactorily flow tested.
e. Inspection, Testing, Maintenance and Repair of Approved Fire Hydrants.


i. Inspection, testing, maintenance and repair of approved fire hydrants,
as to which an easement has been granted, pursuant to subsection (e)
above, shall be conducted in accord with the terms of the easement.


ii. Inspection, testing, maintenance and repair of approved fire hydrants,
as to which an easement has not been granted, pursuant to the
provisions of subsection (e) above, shall be the responsibility of the
property owner. This responsibility shall include the obligations to:


(1) Flow test each approved fire hydrant at least once during each
five year period and maintain records of the result of such
tests for a period of five years. Such records shall be subject







to inspection upon demand by representatives of the West
Allis Fire Department and Water Department.


(2) Maintain approved fire hydrants in proper operating condition
at all times and upon request of officials of the West Allis Fire
Department, perform such tests, to include a flow test, which
will demonstrate the proper operating condition of the
approved fire hydrant.


(3) Not obstruct access to the approved fire hydrant under any
circumstance. Prohibited obstructions may include, but are
not limited to, snow accumulation, parked vehicles, material
and equipment storage and refuse storage.


(4) Property owners shall immediately advise the West Allis Fire
Department and Water Department as to approved fire
hydrants which have been damaged or which are found to be
inoperable.


9. Open Burning. [Ord. O-2000-0002, 6/1/2010]
a. Open burning is prohibited in the City of West Allis and no person, firm,


corporation or other entity shall burn, cause to be burned, or suffer or allow to
burn in the open air leaves, garden refuse, wood, refuse, or other combustible
material.


b. This subsection shall not apply to:
i. A charcoal or gas grill used in the cooking of food.
ii. The smoking of tobacco products.
iii. A device for the burning of wood that is equipped with a metal hood


and screen that completely encloses the area where wood is burned so
as to prevent embers or sparks from exiting the device.


c. The exception allowed in Subsection 5.10(9)(b)3 shall not apply during such
times as the West Allis Fire Chief declares a ban on burning due to dry
conditions. Notice of such ban shall be published in the official City
newspaper. After publication or after direct notice, no person shall use such a
device until the West Allis Fire Chief declares that the ban is terminated.


d. The burning permitted in Subsection 5.10(9)(b)3 shall be subject to the
following conditions:


i. Such devices shall not be used on porches or decks or within 10 feet
of a dwelling, garage, or other accessory structure.


ii. Such devices shall not be used between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and
8:00 a.m.


iii. Such devices shall be tended by a competent person at all times
combustion is occurring. To constitute being "tended," the device
must be within the direct observation of the competent person taking
care of the fire.


10. Smoking in Theaters. No person shall ignite a match or other flame-producing device
or shall smoke or carry a lighted cigar, cigarette or pipe in any theater, except in areas
approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau, provided such areas are free from all
flammable and combustible floors, walls, furniture, fixtures and decorations.
Whenever a patron is observed smoking in violation hereof, the owner, lessee,







manager, person in possession or charge or employee shall notify such person
forthwith of the violation and shall notify the West Allis Police Department or West
Allis Fire Department, if such violation continues. This paragraph shall not be
construed to prohibit the use of lighted cigars, cigarettes or pipes upon the stage of any
theater when used in connection with any performance, when permission has been
granted by the Fire Prevention Bureau.


11. Causing Fire by Tobacco Smoking. No person, by smoking or attempting to light or to
smoke cigarettes, cigars, pipes or tobacco in any manner in which lighters or matches
are employed, shall, in a careless, negligent or reckless manner, set fire to any bedding,
furniture, curtains, trash or other refuse, or any part of a building, so as to endanger life
or property in any way or to any extent.


12. Smoking in Schools or Public Libraries. It shall be unlawful to light a match or any
flame-producing device, or to smoke or carry a lighted cigar, cigarette or pipe in any
school building or in the Public Library, except in areas approved for such a purpose
by the Fire Prevention Bureau. It shall be the duty of the person or persons in charge
of such buildings to post and maintain signs bearing the words "NO SMOKING" in
locations designed to give notice to persons entering the building or as designated by
the Fire Prevention Bureau.


13. Christmas Tree Sales.
a. For the purpose of this paragraph, the following minimum standards shall


apply to the storage, handling and display of Christmas trees and foliage:
i. Trees and foliage shall be stacked not closer than 10 feet from any


gasoline pump or other device for the transfer of petroleum products.
ii. Aisles or clear spaces of not less than three feet shall be maintained at


all times.
iii. No Christmas trees or foliage shall contact any electric wires.
iv. A fire extinguisher with a 2A10BC rating or greater shall be provided


by the merchant for each seventy-five (75) feet of travel in the display
and/or storage area.


v. All storage and sales of Christmas trees and foliage shall be held
outside of all buildings.


b. It shall be unlawful to light a match or any flame producing device, or to
smoke or carry a lighted cigar, cigarette or pipe in areas where Christmas trees
or foliage is sold, displayed or stored. The person in charge of the Christmas
tree sales shall post "NO SMOKING" signs in locations designed to give
persons entering the area notice of this regulation.


14. Automatic Fire Detection Systems and Warning Systems.
a. Definitions. For the purpose of this paragraph, the following definitions shall


be applicable:
i. Approved. Acceptable to the Fire Prevention Bureau.
ii. Automatic Fire Detector. A device designed to detect specific


products of fire.
iii. Ceiling. The upper surface of a space, regardless of height. Areas


with a suspended ceiling would have two ceilings, one visible from
the floor and one above the suspended ceiling.


iv. Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been attached a label,







symbol or other identifying mark of an organization approved by the
Fire Prevention Bureau and concerned with product evaluation, that
maintains periodic inspection of production of labeled equipment or
materials and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates
compliance with appropriate standards or performance in a specified
manner.


v. Listed. Equipment or materials included in a list published by an
organization approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau and concerned
with product evaluation, that maintains periodic inspection of
production of listed equipment or materials and whose listing states
either that the equipment or material meets appropriate standards or
has been tested and found suitable for use in a specified manner.


vi. Public Building. Any structure that the public has access to regardless
of the limitation of the access. This would include, but is not limited
to, financial institutions, apartments, theaters, restaurants, service
stations, retail stores, taverns, office buildings, schools, hospitals and
buildings owned by the City.


vii. Spacing. A horizontally measured dimension relating to the allowable
coverage of fire detectors.


b. Fire Detection System Requirements. The owner of each public building shall
install the appropriate automatic fire detection system for their building. The
appropriate type of automatic fire detection system will be determined in
accordance with National Fire Protection Association 72E. If there is a
disagreement in interpretation in determining what type of automatic fire
detection system to install, the Fire Prevention Bureau will make the final
decision.


The automatic fire detection system will be installed in accordance with the
manufacturer's specifications and recommendations and in accordance with
the standards of National Fire Protection Association 72E. This will include,
but is not limited to, these requirements:


Direct and permanent wiring to a proper unswitched circuit. 
Interconnection to the fire alarm system when that system is required by Code.
Connection to an outside alarm. 
Complete information regarding the automatic fire detection systems,
including specifications and floor plans showing the location of the fire
detection systems, shall be submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau for
approval prior to the installation of the detectors.


Before requesting final approval of the installation by the Fire Prevention
Bureau, the installing contractor shall furnish a written statement to the effect
that the automatic fire detection systems have been installed in accordance
with approved plans and tested in accordance with the manufacturer's
specifications.







Upon completion of the installation, a satisfactory test of the automatic fire
detectors, in accordance with Chapter 8 of the National Fire Protection
Association 72E, shall be made in the presence of a representative of the Fire
Prevention Bureau.


The automatic fire detection systems shall be maintained and tested in
accordance with the National Fire Protection Association standards.


c. Failure to Test Systems.
i. If the owner of a building fails to comply with the testing required in


subsection (b), the Fire Department shall inform the owner, in writing,
that if the required testing is not completed within 14 days, the Fire
Department will conduct the testing. The notice shall be mailed to the
owner's last known address and to the building manager, if any, and
shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the property in question.


ii. If, after the expiration of the 14 days set forth in the notice, the owner
has failed to comply, the Fire Department may conduct the testing.
The cost of the testing shall be billed to the owner of the property and
shall be payable within 60 days from the date the invoice is mailed to
the owner. If the owner fails to pay the costs of testing the alarm
system, within 60 days, the charges shall become a lien against the
property and shall be extended upon the tax roll as a delinquent tax
against the property, as set forth in sec. 66.60(16) of the Wisconsin
Statutes.


d. Smoke Detectors. A member of the Fire Department, who obtains information
that a smoke detector which is required is not installed or is not functional,
shall give notice to the owner as provided in sec. 101.645(3) of the Wisconsin
Statutes. If, after five days from the date of the notice, the owner has not
complied, the Fire Department may install the required smoke detectors or
replace batteries in existing smoke detectors to make them functional. The cost
of the Fire Department installing smoke detectors or batteries shall be billed to
the owner as set forth in subsection (c)(2).


e. Citation for Violation. In addition to the charges for service set forth in
subsections (c) and (d), any West Allis Police Officer is authorized to issue a
citation for violations of this section as follows:


First violation in a calendar year $25.00 plus costs


Second violation in a calendar year $50.00 plus costs


Third and subsequent violations in a calendar year $100.00 plus costs


15. Automatic Closing Devices.
a. Where Installed.


i. Except on single and two family dwellings, there shall be an
automatic closing device on all fire and smoke doors, except doors
leading directly outside in all buildings, regardless of size.







ii. On all fire shutters and vents.
iii. Wired into fire alarm system where fire alarm system is required.


b. How Installed. Per National Fire Protection Association standards and West
Allis Fire Department requirements.


16. Automatic Fire Sprinklers. (Reserved)
a. efinitions. Where Installed. Approved automatic fire sprinkler equipment shall


be installed and maintained in all buildings, including the following: multi-
family, commercial, office, industrial, institutional, governmental buildings and
public buildings, in accordance with this paragraph. How Installed. Approved
automatic fire sprinkler equipment shall be installed in accordance with the
current editions of Pamphlet #13, "Standards for the Installation of Sprinkler
Systems"; other applicable standards of the National Fire Protection
Association and the West Allis Fire Department. Note: Light hazard maximum
spacing 130 square feet per head. Annual Inspections. Every sprinkler system
required by the Municipal Code or by the administrative rules of the State of
Wisconsin shall be tested in accordance with National Fire Protection
Association 13A and the results of the testing shall be forwarded to the Fire
Prevention Bureau. Maintenance of Equipment. Sprinkler systems, standpipe
systems, fire alarm systems and other fire protective or extinguishing systems
or appliances, which have been installed in compliance with permit or order,
or because of any law or ordinance, shall be maintained in operative condition
at all times. Further, it shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant to reduce
the effectiveness of the protection so required, except this shall not prohibit the
owner or occupant from temporarily reducing or discontinuing the protection
where necessary to make tests, repairs, alterations or additions. The officer in
charge of the Fire Prevention Bureau shall be notified before repairs,
alterations or additions are begun and shall be notified again when the system
has been restored to service. Approved Fire Hydrant. Where an internal fire
protection appliance incorporates a Fire Department connection, an approved
fire hydrant shall be provided, at the owner's expense, within 100 feet of the
Fire Department connection. Additions, Remodeled Buildings and Change of
Use. All existing public buildings or places of employment, and all additions
shall conform to this section, as follows: Approval of Plans and System Types.
Prior to the installation of a sprinkler system, or the alteration of an existing
sprinkler system, plans shall be submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau for
approval. All sprinkler systems must meet the standards of National Fire
Protection Association 13, "Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler
Systems," or National Fire Protection Association 13R, "Standard for the
Installation of Sprinkler Systems in Residential Occupancies up to Four
Stories in Height," as applicable. Three copies of the plans and specifications
shall be submitted for review; approved plans shall be stamped "Approved by
the Fire Prevention Bureau," the date of such approval and signature of the
Officer granting approval. Two copies will be returned to the owner and one
copy will be kept on file by the Fire Prevention Bureau.
No work may begin on installation of a sprinkler system or alteration of a
sprinkler system until it is approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau.







Exemptions. Rooms or buildings devoted to the manufacture or storage of
aluminum powder, calcium carbide, calcium phosphate, metallic sodium or
potassium, quick lime, magnesium powder, sodium peroxide or like materials,
where the application of water may cause or increase combustion, are exempt
from the use of automatic water sprinkling systems, but are required to install
other forms of fire protection systems approved by the Fire Prevention
Bureau. Approved. As applied to automatic fire sprinkler equipment means
approval by the Fire Prevention Bureau. Area. Means the maximum
horizontal projected area on one floor of a building or structure using the
exterior walls or between approved fire walls including fire walls. Automatic
Closing Device. Means one which functions without human intervention and
is actuated as a result of the predetermined temperature rise, rate of rise of
temperature, combustion products or smoke density. Automatic Fire Sprinkler
Equipment. Means a system of piping connected to an adequate water supply
provided with approved automatic fire sprinklers and devices so arranged and
located as to discharge water automatically to the area on fire. Basement.
Means any story where less than half the height between floor and ceiling is
above the average level of street, sidewalk or finished grade. Dwelling. Any
building or portion thereof designed or used as the living and/or sleeping place
of one or more persons, and including: Dwelling Structures. Any structure
containing one or more rooms providing sleeping and sanitary facilities, but
not including a hotel, hospital, nursing home, dormitory, fraternity or sorority
house. Dwelling Unit. One or more rooms which may include a kitchen or
kitchenette, sleeping areas, dining areas and sanitary facilities, designed as a
unit for occupancy by not more than one family. Fire Resistive. Means the
type of construction in which the structural members, including walls,
partitions, columns, floor and roof construction are of noncombustible
materials with fire resistive rating of at least four hours. Fire Wall. Means a
wall which has a fire resistance rating of not less than four hours and which
subdivides a building or separates buildings to restrict the spread of fire,
including a three foot parapet wall beyond the farthest point of the sides and
roof. Ground Floor. The floor of a building most nearly on a level with the
ground; example, ground floor, first floor and second floor comprises three
floors. High Hazard Occupancy. Any building, which by reason of its
construction or highly combustible occupancy, involves a severe life hazard to
its occupants, as classified by the Department of Industry, Labor and Human
Relations (DILHR). Multi-Family House. Means a building or portion thereof
containing three or more dwelling units; including tenement apartment house,
mother-in-law apartments or flat. NFPA. National Fire Protection Association.
Roof Spaces. Story. The portion of a building included between the upper
surface of a floor and the upper surface of the floor or roof next above. In all
principal buildings, as follows: Approved automatic fire sprinkler equipment
shall be installed and maintained in the following accessory buildings and
special principal building and building areas: Approved automatic sprinkler
equipment shall be installed and maintained in the following buildings (and
other buildings with similar uses), regardless of size in which it is expected







there will be high hazard occupancy: More than 50% remodeled or added. If
more than 50% of the gross area of a building is remodeled and/or added, the
entire building shall comply with the requirements of this section. If additions
to a principal building combine to meet or exceed the limits set forth in Section
5.10(16)(b), the building shall comply with all aspects of this Code. The
percentage of a building remodeled or added from the date of passage of this
Code shall be added together for each remodeling or addition to get the total
percentages remodeled or added. Any building with an existing sprinkler
system, when making an addition, regardless of size or occupancy, will
sprinkler the addition in accordance with National Fire Protection Association
13. If the use of an existing building is changed to a new use, it shall comply
with all aspects of this Code. Single Family Dwelling. A detached building
designed for only one family and containing only one dwelling unit. Two
Family Dwelling. A detached building containing not more than two
individual dwelling units which are entirely separated by vertical walls or
horizontal floors, unpierced except for access to the outside or common
basement. Multi-Family Dwelling. An apartment house or a building designed
for occupancy by three or more families living independently of each other
and containing three or more dwelling units, including, but not limited to, row
houses, garden or elevator apartments and rooming houses. Multi-family. Roof
spaces shall be subdivided above every two apartments on the uppermost floor
by a one hour rated partition. All openings must have a one hour rated self-
closing door. Commercial, industrial, governmental and institutional buildings.
Buildings with a combustible roof shall have all roof spaces subdivided every
3,000 square feet by a one hour rated partition. All openings must have a one
hour rated partition. All openings must have a one hour rated self-closing
door. Fire Resistive Buildings. Throughout every building which is either:
Non-Fire Resistive Buildings. Throughout every building which is either:
Garages as follows: In the basement and subbasements of principal and
accessory buildings, as follows: Multi-Family Buildings. Theaters and
Assembly Buildings. Hospitals. Throughout all buildings regardless of
construction type. Nursing, Convalescent, Old Age and Other Similar
Institutional Buildings. Throughout all nursing, convalescent, old age and
other institutional buildings regardless of size and construction type. Schools,
Colleges and Universities. Dormitories, Fraternities and Sorority Houses. Day
Care Centers. All new construction regardless of size shall be completely
sprinklered in accordance with National Fire Protection Association 13.
Community Based Residential Facilities (CBRF). All new construction or use
which houses or is intended or designed to house more than eight residents
shall be completely sprinklered in accordance with National Fire Protection
Association 13. [Ord. 6335, 10/7/1997] Commercial, Industrial or
Institutional Garages and Service Centers. Any building 3,000 square feet or
more in total area. Aircraft hangers. Dry cleaning establishments using or
storing gasoline or other volatile flammable liquids. Enameling or japanning
operations. Mills; sugar, starch, cereal, feed, hay, flour and grist mills. Paint
and varnish manufacturing, storing, handling, spraying and other related







operations. Paint stripping establishments. Manufacture and storage of
Pyroxylin products. Smoke houses. Storage of explosive gases under pressure
(15 p.s.i.) and over 5,400 cubic feet, such as acetylene, hydrogen and natural
gas. Storage of materials with a flash point under 200 degrees Fahrenheit,
such as celluloid products, kerosene, etc. Woodworking and other such
establishments with combustible dust. Chemical works. Explosives and
pyrotechnic material manufacturing. Oil refineries. Throughout every building
which, by reason of its construction or highly combustible occupancy,
involves a severe life hazard to its occupants or adjacent property or, in the
judgment of the Fire Prevention Bureau, constitutes a fire menace. 10,000
square feet or more in total area; or, Is over one story in height and exceeds
6,000 square feet in total area; or, Is over two stories in height. Throughout
every building regardless of stories where the floor area is not divided by fire
walls and exceeds 6,000 square feet and where a point within the building is
more than 50 feet, measured in a straight line, from any exterior and accessible
opening of the building. 5,000 square feet or more in total area; or, Is over two
stories in height. Throughout every building regardless of stories where any
point in the building is more than 50 feet measured in a straight line, from any
exterior and accessible opening of the building. Garages within, attached to,
above or below other occupancies. Garages used as passenger terminals.
Basements having a total area of two thousand five hundred (2,500) square
feet or more; and, All sub-basements regardless of size. Throughout all
buildings, the provisions of National Fire Protection Association 13,
"Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems," will be followed for all
common areas; and, National Fire Protection Association 13R, "Standard for
the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in Residential Occupancies up to Four
Stories in Height." Buildings over four stories in height must be completely
sprinklered in accordance with National Fire Protection Association 13,
"Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems." Throughout all buildings
of nonfire resistive construction; and, In buildings of fire resistive construction
in such places as stage, under roof of stage, gridiron, fly galleries and bridges,
in dressing rooms, work rooms, property rooms, crawl spaces, hidden spaces
and on stage side of proscenium opening. Throughout all buildings of nonfire
resistive construction; and, In buildings of fire resistive construction,
throughout basements, workshops, laboratories, stairways and corridors, stage
areas of auditoriums, janitor's closets, kitchens, cafeterias, crawl spaces, linen
closets, hidden spaces and throughout all others where combustible materials
are handled or stored. Throughout all buildings of nonfire resistive
construction; and, In buildings of fire resistive construction, throughout
basements, workshops, laboratories, stairways and corridors, stage areas of
auditoriums, janitor's closets, kitchens, cafeterias, crawl spaces, linen closets,
hidden spaces and throughout all others where combustible materials are
handled or stored. Application to Existing Buildings. When the Fire
Prevention Bureau finds and determines that an existing building whose use,
in part or in whole, constitutes a severe life or fire hazard to its occupants or
structure, or to an adjacent property, it shall require compliance to this Code.







17. Fireworks. The provisions of Section 6.03(8) of the Revised Municipal Code are
incorporated by reference and made a part of the Fire Prevention Code, as if fully set
forth herein. [Ord. O-2006-0030, 6/6/2006]


18. Modifications. The officer in charge of the Fire Prevention Bureau shall have power to
modify any of the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code, upon application, in writing,
by the owner or occupier, or a duly authorized agent, when there are practical
difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the Code, provided that the
spirit of the Code shall be observed, public safety secured and substantial justice done.
The particulars of such modifications, when granted or allowed, and the decision of
the officer in charge of the Fire Prevention Bureau thereon, shall be entered upon the
records of the Department and a signed copy shall be furnished to the applicant.


19. New Materials, Processes or Occupancies Which May Require Permits. The Building
Inspector, the officer in charge of the Fire Prevention Bureau and the Chief of the Fire
Department shall act as a committee to determine and specify, after giving affected
persons an opportunity to be heard, any new materials, processes or occupancies
which shall require permits, in addition to those now enumerated in this Code. The
officer in charge of the Fire Prevention Bureau shall post such list in a conspicuous
place in his office, distribute copies to interested persons and file a copy in the office of
the City Clerk.


20. Interpretation. Whenever the provisions of this Code conflict with the provisions of the
regulations adopted under Section 5.10(3), the provisions of this Code shall govern.
Whenever the provisions of the regulations adopted under Section 5.10(3) conflict, the
officer in charge of the Fire Prevention Bureau shall elect which provision is to
govern.


21. Appeals. Whenever an application is denied, or when it is claimed that the provisions
of the Code do not apply, or that the true intent and meaning of this Code have been
misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the applicant or aggrieved person may appeal
from the decision to the Board of Appeals within 30 days from the date the written
decision is received.


22. Possession of Ignition Devices Prohibited. [Ord. 6256, 10/1/1996]
a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms shall mean:


i. "Ignition Device" means matches, lighters and any other material used
for the purpose of ignition.


ii. "Minor" means a person who has not yet attained the age of 18 years.
b. Possession Prohibited. No minor may possess any ignition device, unless


under the direct supervision of an adult.
c. Delivery Prohibited. No adult shall permit an ignition device to be served,


sold, dispensed, given away or made available to any minor, unless such
minor is accompanied by a parent, guardian or spouse who has attained the
age of 18 years.


d. Confiscation. Any ignition devices possessed by a minor, contrary to
Subsection (2), may be confiscated by a police officer.


e. Penalty. Any person who violates any provision of this section shall forfeit
$25 for the first violation and $50 for the second and subsequent violation,
together with the costs of prosecution and, in default of payment thereof, by







imprisonment in the Milwaukee County House of Correction until such
forfeiture and costs are paid, but not more than the number of days set forth in
sec. 800.095(4) of the Wisconsin Statutes, or by suspension of the defendant's
operating privilege, pursuant to secs. 343.30 and 345.47 of the Wisconsin
Statutes.


f. Educational Program. In addition to or in lieu of any other penalties provided
for in this Code, the Judge of any court of competent jurisdiction may order
any person found guilty of violating this section to any educational programs,
as the court deems appropriate, and include as part of the penalty thereof that
such person pay the costs of such educational program.


23. Regulation of Alarm Systems
a. Definitions. The following definitions are applicable to this subsection:


i. Alarm System. A smoke detector, heat detector, duct detector, water
flow detector, or similar system, which is designed to summon or
cause a response by the Fire Department by transmitting a signal to a
central alarm system or produces an audible or visual signal.


ii. False Alarm. A signal from an alarm system resulting in a response by
the Fire Department when an emergency situation does not exist,
regardless of the manner in which the Fire Department is alerted.


b. False Alarms.
i. No person owning real property served by an alarm system shall


cause or permit the giving of a false alarm, whether intentional,
accidental or otherwise.


ii. No person shall intentionally cause the activation of an alarm system
knowing that no emergency exists.


iii. Fee for false alarm response. In the event that the Fire Department
responds to a false alarm, a fee as specified in the most recent
Schedule of Fees resolution shall be imposed upon the owner of the
property served for the third and each subsequent false alarm at the
same property in a calendar year. Any fee payable to the City of West
Allis that remains unpaid 30 days after imposition of the fee is
delinquent and may be assessed against the tax parcel served as a
special charge for current service, without notice, pursuant to sec.
66.0627(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes.


iv. In cases of multi-family residential properties, false alarms initiated by
the activation of smoke detector within a single apartment unit, the fee
shall be assessed by the number of incidents per year originating from
the same apartment unit.


c. Exemptions. This section shall not apply to the following:
i. An alarm system which gives a signal solely within the interior of the


building in which it is located.
ii. Alarm systems which are installed in buildings owned or leased by


the City of West Allis.
iii. Alarm systems installed in one and two-family dwellings.


Editor's Note: Former Subsection (22), Penalties, was repealed 7/6/2010 by Ord. O-2010-
0023. Said ordinance also renumbered former Subsection (23) as Subsection (22).
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SECTION 2: NOTICE TO STATE the city clerk shall submit a copy of this
enacted amendment to the department of safety and professional services by no later than
September 10, 2021.


SECTION 3: EFFECTIVE DATE This Ordinance shall be in full force and
effect on January 9, 2022.
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