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CITY OF WEST ALLIS
11-6-2016 CITY CLERK

Re: Petition to Dog Park at 3000 block of Root River Parkway

We, the undersigned residents, are in strong opposition to the proposed dog park at the location of
the 3000 block of Root River Parkway in West Allis.

This is for the following reasons as enumerated below:

1. Decrease in Property Values:

We in this neighborhood value our peace and quiet and that is why we have chosen to live in
this neighborhood. With the addition of this proposed dog park our home values would
decrease.

We have homes with some of the highest property values and therefore highest taxes in the City
of West Allis and in the state, as a whole. For these taxes, we should be able to maintain the
integrity and feel of our neighborhood that we have financially vested in.

2. Additiona! Problems with flooding in the neighborhood:

A fence that is installed around the dog park will catch debris and will redirect water to our
yards and basements. Please take a look at the dam by Root River Parkway, South of Oklahoma
Avenue, and notice the accumulation of dirt and debris south of the underpass. This same
accumulation of debris will occur around the fencing of the dog park when it floods.

3. Health Hazard:
This area is a flood zone, and the feces that are not picked up, and even remnants of feces that

have not been picked up would cause health issues. What will happen when flooding occurs
throughout the dog park? Water contaminated with feces would run into our homes,
basements and yards. This is a health hazard with potential for E. coli.

In addition, there would be issues with dogs spreading fleas, ticks, fungal infections and
worms throughout this area when flooding occurs.

4. Noise pollution and increased stress for Neighbors:
We, as residents in this neighborhood feel that this dog park would be a nuisance. The negative
impact of this future proposed park on our neighborhood would be severe. It would create
ongoing stress where the noise would invade the peace and quiet of our homes throughout the
day, and disrupt the sleep of those neighbors who work differing shifts. Our neighborhood is
quiet and peaceful and we are vested in preserving the quiet, rural, and peaceful atmosphere of
our neighborhood. Not to mention that this park will cause our own dogs to bark both inside
and outside of our homes as they see, smell and hear these other dogs.



5. Increased traffic and congestion:
Placing a dog park in this area would increase traffic and congestion in our neighborhood with

people turning around in our driveways and parking near the park. In addition, there are a lot of
people walking, biking, and running past this area. It would be very disruptive to have dogs
barking as people go by. The smell and sound would inhibit and prohibit people from wanting to
pass by, keeping them from enjoying this area.

6. Problems with enforcing park rules:
In addition, none of the proposed dog park rules are enforceable. it would be a “use at your own
risk” facility with voluntary compliance and no consequence for violation. The burden of
reporting violation of these rules would fall on neighboring residences who would have to call
the police, or try to deal with the problems on our own. This would cause an increased level of
stress for property owners in this area.

7. Liability

Some people will not understand the concept of a dog park and will abuse the park by leaving
dog unattended which will increase the potential for liability issues as there will be a potential of
danger from aggressive dogs toward one another, people in the park, neighbors and people

passing by.

8. Pollution (smell):
There would be a strong stench emanating from areas where dog feces are not picked up. We in
this neighborhood have already had issues with irresponsible dog owners who leave bags of
feces by people’s mailboxes or do not pick up after their dogs at all. We do not expect this issue
to be any different in a dog park.

9. Littering:
Littering would also be an issue as there would be soda cans, wrappers and other garbage left
behind at dog park which would be unsightly and would blow around the neighborhood. Even
overfilled garbage’s could present a problem on windy days.

In closing, we as the property owners and neighbors of the Root River Parkway area that is being
looked at for a dog park would like to say that the yelping and barking of dogs, dogfights, the stench,
litter, health hazards, lack of enforcement of rules, unsightly fenced in area, decreased property
values, increased flooding, and disruption to the wildlife and rural feel of our community is not
acceptable and we are objecting to this park in the strongest way possible.

We in this neighborhood value the peace, health, comfort safety and general welfare of the members
of our neighborhood. We are not opposed to the idea of a dog park in general, just to the proposed
location and the overall disturbance it will bring to our neighborhood.

Open spaces should be allowed to exist in their own right. Rural areas, and areas with a peaceful feel
with open expanses of trees, grass, wildflowers should not be looked at as an area to be destroyed or
remade but should be looked upon as an area to preserve for the enjoyment of all. There are too few
of these areas in our city and this is the type of “amenity” that we insist on keeping in our
neighborhood and our city.
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Petition to oppose Dog Park in West Allis at area of 3000 Block of Root River
Parkway

Petition summary and
background

Wi

Petition in opposition of proposed dog park at the 3000 Block Root River Parkway in West Allis,

Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders in West Allis to act now to cease planning of
proposed Dog Park at the 3000 Block of Root River Parkway.
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Petition to oppose Dog Park in West Allis at area of 3000 Block of Root River
Parkway
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Petition in opposition of proposed dog park at the 3000 Block Root River Parkway in West Allis,

Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders in West Allis to act now to cease planning of
proposed Dog Park at the 3000 Block of Root River Parkway.
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