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The Engineering Department is recommending a 5% across the board increase in the 2017 special
assessment rates. While the special assessment rates have been keeping up with inflation in recent
years, the rates have not erased the losses from previous decades of inflation. Over the last 20 years
the fluctuations in cost to the City have alternated between steep increases of as much as 18% in a
single year to small decreases in other years like last year where costs declined by 1% for a new concrete
road. As a result, the special assessments charged to the property owners still only recoup 20% to 40%
of the total paving cost for a standard 30" wide street.

The special assessment rates used by the City of West Allis for 70 years between the 1900’s and 1970’s
had been based on the premise that the property owner would pay the full cost (100%) of the pavement
in front of their property. And in turn everycne else would also pay 100% of the cost for the street in
front of their own property. This is how the City funded the rapid growth of new homes and roads
between 1926 and 1929. The paving boom reached a climax in 1928 when over 6.1 miles of road were
paved in a single year compared to this year’s mileage of only 2.7 miles being paved in 2016. The City
did not use any tax dollars to build these roads in 1928 since the residents paid the full cost, including
the engineering costs. Ironically these are the very same roads from 1928 that are now 88 years old and
falling apart faster in 2016 than the City can replace them due to a lack of paving funds.

As my memorandum to the Council stated exactly one year ago on September 1, 2015, the City of West
Allis is no longer keeping up with a sustainable program to repave the streets needing repair under our



jurisdiction. This can be attributed to inflation and a loss of buying power as well as a dramatic increase
in underground utility work now that the City’s underground infrastructure is also over 100 years old.

The City has not raised our bonding limit for street improvements since 2007 when it was raised from
$2,500,000 to $2,750,000 (Charter Ordinance No. 19 passed on April 17, 2007). The previous increase in
bonding occurred in 2004 when it was raised from $2,000,000 to $2,500,000 (Charter Ordinance No. 18
passed on September 7, 2004). But the City is now spending less in real dollars on street repairs in 2016
than they did in 2003 when the bonding limit was only $2,000,000. This is because the current bonding
limit of $2,750,000 only purchases $1,881,400 of real work in 2003 dollars.

In 1999 the City was repaving over 3.5 miles of street per year on average, which translated into a
sustainable 50 year paving cycle. But by the year 2020 the average miles of street repaved each year is
projected to drop to under 2.5 miles per year. This translates into a 70 year paving cycle for our roads.
It is not practically possible to build a road that will last much beyond 50 years without performing some
sort of repair such as a resurfacing or patching. So paving less than 3.5 miles per year is not sustainable
and will leave a glut of work for the next generation.

Therefore we would like to recommend that the special assessment rates increase 5% for 2017 in order
to counteract the loss of buying power due to inflation in the construction industry.



Type of Improvement

Street Paving:

City of West Allis

2017 STANDARD ASSESSMENT RATES- 5% increase
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Sidewalk:

5" Concrete (perlin. ft.)...... ...

5" Concrete (per sq. ft.)....

7" Concrete (per lin.ft.)...

7" Concrete (per sq. ft.
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7" Concrete (per lin. ft.)(sidewalk program only).... ..
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9" Concrete (per lin. ft.)(sidewalk program only. .

Mudjacking (per lin. ft.)(sidewalk program only)........
Mudjacking (per sq. fi.)(sidewalk program only)........
Carriage walk (per sq. ft.)(sidewalk program only)...
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Driveway Approach:
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9" Concrete (persq. ft.).................

Driveway approach grinding, each.........................

Misc. Asphalt: (per sq. ft.)

Includes Walks, Driveways, etc...................o.oooene.
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Modular Block or Timber Walls: (persq. ft.).......................
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Water main: (perlin. ft.)...
Sanitary Sewer Main: (per !m ft Yerss

Storm Sewer Laterals, Each..........

Storm Sewer Lateral w/ extension, Each........................

Sanitary Sewer Laterals, Each..... .. .

Water Lateral, Each........................

Standard Comm. Mfg.
(100%) (125%) (150%)
06.8T v TN sisiiian 14522
58.09 72.61 87.13
AB AT v o1 0 R—— 72 61
BB cnnsisaar AN voiiains 58.09
19.36 civiiiio, 24200000, 20.04
1162 ... 1452 ... 1743
[ 7 I .| 01 5 96.81
2682 cuinisin BRIV i BB.T2
51.08 ... 6385......... 7662
A8.20 i 60.24 ........ 72.29
4529 ... 5861 oous 67.93
4385 ... ... 54 .81 .. 6577
4239 . ... 52.99 63.58
40.96 51.33 . 61.60
39.54 . 49.43 ... 59.31
36 65 . 45 81 54 97
G AT o ——— 4469 ... 53.63
i B B 4217 ... 50.60
3272 .......... 4080........... 49.08
31.70 ... 39.62 47.55
1 S — : 46.07
L . R 44 57
2BB8 ... 34.14 40.97
2765 .......... 3456 ... 41.47
L T S— 32.09. 38.51
17.88 ......... 22.35 26.82
1685 .......... 2107 2528
{1 S— 19.81 23.77
1534 ... 19.18 2301
1484 . . 18.55 . 2225
1435 ... .. 17.94 21.83
PR T R— 17.33.. 20.79
1280 ........... 16.00. 19.20
31.56 ... 3156 ... 3156
TR i —— 6.33 6.33
BT 36.17 36.17
7.25 7.25 ... 7.25
31.56 x50%* 31.56 x62.5%" 3156
3617 x50%" 36.17 x62.6%* 36.17
4522 x50%* 4522 x62.5%" 4522
16.15 x50%" 16.15 x62.6%" 16.15
3.23 x50%* 3.23 x62.5% 323
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