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T Richard Narlock, Chair, Board of Public Works
Vincent Vitale, First District
Kurt Kopplin, Second District
Linda Dobrowski, Fourth District
James Sengstock, Fifth District
FROM: Michael Lewis, City Engineer
DATE: March 20, 2006
RE: Retaining Wall for Bryan & Cara Obst, 1476 S. 85" Street

At the last meeting, you heard the concern from Bryan Obst about the almost $5,000
assessment for reconstruction of his retaining wall. Alderman Narlock and I met with
Mr. & Mrs. Obst last Friday. The wall is in poor condition and would fail during alley
reconstruction.

We proposed a cap of $2,500 on retaining walls that need to be rebuilt. Just last year we
assessed about $2,300 for a retaining wall, which is the highest amount we could find
along an alley. So in order to be fair to others who have been assessed and not have to
rebate anyone, $2,500 seemed about right. The Obst’s understood the reasons and liked
the idea that their retaining wall assessment would be cut in half.

Therefore, Alderman Narlock is asking for approval of this modified policy for retaining
wall construction along alleys.
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