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FROM: Michael Lewis, Director of Public Works/City Engineer
DATE: January 4, 2010
RE: Communication from City Engineer Regarding New Program

Sponsored by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District for
Repair of Private Sanitary Sewer Laterals

Attached is an article that summarizes MMSI’s new program designed to start working
on the problem with leaking laterals. The City has spent millions on the public side of
the sanitary sewer system and now, in order to comply with the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources, along with MMSD, rules/regulations, we will be forced into doing
something with private laterals.

It’s a simple fact that our systern leaks (along with everyone else’s). Depending on what
study you read, private laterals can contribute up to 80% of the peak stormwater flow to a
system. Considering the age of our housing and the large number of foundation drains
directly connected to the sanitary sewer system (the home doesn’t have a sump pump),
it’s safe to say private laterals are causing at least 40% of our problem.

There are a number of West Allis’ sewer “basins” that exceed MMSD’s flow allowances.
We will be ordered in the future to make whatever repairs are necessary to our system
and private laterals must be in the equation. This program will allow us to try different
ways to make cost-effective repairs and create the procedures and policies we will need
to address the problem.

You will be hearing a lot more on this in the future.
Cc: Common Council

Mayor Dan Devine
Paul Ziehler, CAO
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