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TO: Michael G. Lewis, City Engineer/Director of Public Works

FROM: Brian D. Block, Traffic & Utility Technician «%

DATE: April 12, 2011

RE: Claim Against the City of West Allis by Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. and property
owner James Rick, for repair work on failed sanitary lateral connection at 5733-35 W,
Fillmore Dr.

SUMMARY

The property owner, who was experiencing a back-up of the sewer water at the above-addressed
property, hired Tuffy’s Sewer & Drain, LLC and Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp.

Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. excavated in the pavement area in front of 5733-35 W Fillmore Dr. at
the connection to the sanitary main. Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. exposed the wye section and it
was found to have failed bell sections of the wye and roots entering and totaling obstructing the failed
section of the wye:

linstructed Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. to make a sanitary spot relay with sanitary lateral
reconnection for 5733-35 W. Fillmore Dr.

Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. completed the sanitary spot relay with lateral reconnection and placed
concrete base and hot mixed asphalt surface pavement restorations.

FINDINGS & OBSERVATIONS

= Existing conditions and utitities in W. Fillmore Dr. at the address 5733-35 W.
Filimore Dr.

The pavement at 5733-35 W Fillmore Dr. is a 30 ft. wide composite pavement with 7 in. thick concrete
base and 3 in. hot mix asphalt surface. It is centered in a 80 ft. right of way. Both sides of the streef have
concrete sidewalks.



The City of West Allis underground utilities in W. Fillmore Dr. at the above-referenced address consist of
the following:

UTILITY YEAR INSTALLED LOCATION

8 in. cast iron water main 1929 24 ft. southeast of northerly RoW line
8 in. clay sanitary sewer 1929 26 ft. northwest of southerly RoW line
15 in. concrete storm sewer 1929 8.5 ft. northwest of southerly RoW line

City records indicate that the existing sanitary sewer lateral at 5733-35 W. Fillmore Dr. is a 6 in. clay pipe
installed in 1929.

CHRONOLOGY

February 21, 2011

Property owner, Jim Rick, hired Tuffy’s Sewer & Drain LLC to clear any obstruction in his sanitary sewer
lateral pipe because there was a no-drain condition at his property of 5733-35 W. Fillmore Dr. Tuffy’s
Sewer & Drain LLC attempted to power augur the line to clear any obstructions but was unsuccessful at
clearing the line to drain. Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. was called to investigate the interior of the
lateral with a video camera. Rozga discovered that the obstruction was in the pavement area.

February 22, 2011

Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. applied and received an excavation permit to excavate in the pavement
area in front of 5733-35 W. Fillmore Dr., with the stated purpose of emergency repair of a sanitary sewer
lateral.

Rozga Plumbing & Heating excavated down tc the wye connection to the sewer main. | observed
cracked sections of the bell of the wye with roots around the pipe. Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp.
exposed the wye connection by breaking away the lateral pipe to the wye connection and discovered that
the wye connection was almost totally impacted with roots. When pulling out the roots, sections of the
cracked wye connection pulled away with the roots.

Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. completed a sanitary spot relay with a sanitary lateral reconnect for
5733-35 W. Fillmore Dr. using 2.04 ft. of 8 in. PVC Pipe, (1) 8 in. X 6 in. in-line wye connection, 45 x 6 in.
bend, 22 72" x 6 in. bend, 4.5 in. of 6 in. PVC Pipe and (3) fernco connections. Slurry backfill was used.

March 1, 2010
Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. prepared for and placed 7 in. concrete base.

CONCLUSIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS

It is my opinion that a failure of the wye connection to the sanitary main existed at 5733-35 W. Fillmore
Dr. Tree roots grew into and through the failed sections of the wye connection. A sanitary spot relay was
required since there wasn't enough usable section of the wye remaining.

I'am recommending a payment of $8,352.82 to Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp., which is the amount of
the Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. invoice dated March 10, 2011. The amount of the invoice was
found to be fair and reasonable.

1 am recommending a payment of $400.00 to property owner, James Rick, for reimbursement for invoices
paid by Mr. Rick to Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. for their work performed on February 21, 2010 and
also for work completed by Tuffy’s Sewer & Drain LLC on February 21, 2010. Both items were shown on



Rozga Plumbing & Heating Corp. invoice dated February 21, 2010 and also Tuffy's Sewer & Drain LLC
Invoice Number 4161, dated February 21,2010. The amounts of the invoices were found to be fajr and
reasonable.

lam recommendihg denial of a claim for reimbursement for $350.00 as shown on Tuffy's Sewer & Drain
LLC Invoice Number 4173, dated February 21, 2010, for plumbing equipment damage.

BDB:

cc (via email):  Joseph Burfch
Michael Scherer
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